CHRIST THE KING

rommrocs Thursday, 25th December, 2025

Lé‘%fj.g THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
;P Year A
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2025

"For to us a child is born, to us a son is given... and he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace". (Isaiah 9:6)

Christmas is the "mystery of the Incarnation”, where God chooses to become human to share in our joys
and struggles.

Fr lan (it has been 12 years on Christmas Eve since | was appointed to North Rocks) would like to extend a
warm thank you to parishioners for all your cards, gifts and good wishes received. Thank you all for your
commitment and enthusiasm. Many thanks for the collaborative ministry | share with Deacon John Collins
(and Sandi his wife) as well as the recent presence of Father Trevor Hird, priest in residence.

This year has passed by so rapidly and what a wonderful year it has been! Christmas is a time of joy and
consolation to know that all that we hoped for has been fulfilled in the person of the Christ Child. It is also
an opportune time to thank you all for your hard work and support in helping us in the administration and
pastoral care of this community.

A particular thank you to the Parish Council, Finance Committee, Liturgy Group, Senior Servers, Special
Ministers of the Eucharist and Ministers to the Sick, Readers, Choirs, Musicians, Ushers, Flower Arrangers,
Church Cleaners, Altar decorators and the Sacristan who takes care of the liturgical linens and garments.
These people along with our money counters, Catechists, St Vincent de Paul Society, Refugee support
group and those who facilitate the Good Neighbourhood and CTK connect group sustain our parish
without whom we wouldn’t be able to thrive or even survive. A huge thank you to Tony Hughes - School
Principal and to the teachers and ancillary staff for their support to help build a school strongly connected
to the parish; and for all who work tirelessly behind the scenes to ensure the smooth running of our
Church.

A special word of thanks to our parish secretary, Frances who so capably is the linchpin of our organisation
and helps keep our parish running efficiently.

After the terrible events in Bondi on Sunday 14 December, may the peace of Christ be not just a sentiment
but a guiding strength that shapes our interactions. May 2026 be a journey of joy and fulfillment for you
and your families. May the blessings of the Holy Family be with you this Christmas and always.

Fr lan, Fr Trevor, Deacon John and Frances (Parish Secretary).




Parish Priest: Rev Fr lan McGinnity

Deacon: John Collins
Priest-in-Residence Rev Trevor Hird
Parish Secretary: Frances Gallagher

Parish Office Hours:  Mon - Fri: 9am - 3pm

School Principal: Tony Hughes
School Phone: 8846 2700
School Web Site:
www.ctknorthrocks.catholic.edu.au

Anointing of the Sick Mass: To be advised.
Baptisms: Every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 11:15am
Weddings: By Appointment

Reconciliation: Saturdays 9:30am

Children’s Liturgy: The 1st & 3rd Sundays during
10am Mass (excluding school holidays)

Good Neighbour Group: Mary MacKillop Hall
every 1st & 3rd Friday at 10:00am

PARISH SERVICES

Sunday Masses:

Saturday 5:30pm
Sunday 8:00am
Sunday 10:00am
Weekday Masses:
Wednesday 9:00am
Thursday 9:00am
Friday 9:15am
Saturday 9:00am
Parish Address:

10 Statham Ave, North Rocks NSW 2151
Phone: 9871 8710

Email: northrocks@parracatholic.org
Website: https://northrockscatholic.org.au

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES

Vigil (24 December)

5.30pm Children’s Mass

7.30pm

Christmas Day (25 December)
8.00am

10.00am

IN YOUR MERCY, PLEASE REMEMBER
THOSE FOR WHOM PRAYERS HAVE BEEN
REQUESTED

THE SICK: Hilary Heaton, Jill Wulf, Glen
Godbier, Doone & Mark Ford, Liliana Cugola,
Andrew Halmarick, Joseph Keece, Sue
Ferguson, Kim Armstrong, Thomas Cook,
Natalie De Maria, Peter Aw, Abraham
Concepcion, Lilian Davidson, Delia Hipolito,
Mark Cheeseman, Barbara Heaton, Edna
Esmero, Gary Bailey, Ken Sunderland,
Helene Graham, Pat McAppion, Lolita Linco.

RECENTLY DECEASED: Peter Meagher,
Joyce Petkovich.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS APPEAL
The St Vincent de Paul Society will be conducting its @8
Christmas appeal at all Christmas Masses. We once
again ask for your support to enable us to assist the
poor, the homeless and the needy people in our local
community who constantly rely on our support throughout
the year and particularly during the festive season. There are
two ways you can give: Put cash in the bucket (volunteers will
be waiting outside the Church to receive your donations), Fill
in a Vinnies envelope and put it in the bucket or drop it into
the Communication Box. The members of the St Vincent de
Paul Society North Rocks Conference thank you for your
kindness throughout the year and wish each and everyone the
peace of Christ throughout the Christmas Season.

CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS
Christmas offerings are placed in a common fund which pays:
. Priests Salaries
. Domestic needs of the Presbytery
. Retirement Plan for Priests
Please make a worthwhile and meaningful gift this Christmas.

BISHOP VINCENT LONG’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
In his Christmas message as the Bishop of Parramatta, Bishop
Vincent says “My prayer is that each of you will feel God’s
closeness and become instruments of peace in the New Year
ahead.” Watch the video of Bishop Vincent’s Christmas
message online at https://catholicoutlook.org/bishop-vincents
-2025-christmas-message/

N W CATHOLIC OUTLOOK AVAILABLE

{ The Advent & Christmas edition of the Catholic

Outlook is available for free from the church foyer.

This edition features Bishop Vincent’s Christmas

message, the migrant Jubilee Cross Pilgrimage, a
. ! thank you to our departing school principals plus a

complete list of Christmas Mass times across the Diocese.

SUPPORT OUR PARISH THROUGH RETURN & EARN!
Have you registered to support our parish through the Return &
Earn initiative? We hope to raise funds to repair the church roof
and to help the environment!

1. Download the Return & Earn app for iPhone or Android. You will
need to register on the app with your name.

2. Click on charities then search for Christ the King. The title is
Church Roof.

3. Select “SET AS PAYOUT” to set us up as your preferred payout
method.

4. Scan the barcode in the app at your local Return & Earn
machine.

5. Return your containers and press “TRANSFER” on
the screen

Please contact me should you be having any trouble
with the app scook@parra.catholic.edu.au
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